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AGREEMENT ON TEXTILES AND CLOTHING

Notification under Articles 2.6 and 2.7(b)

SWITZERLAND

Addendum

The Textiles Monitoring Body has received a further notification from Switzerland pursuant
to paragraphs 6 and 7(b) of Article 2.

The TMB, in accordance with paragraph 7(b) of Article 2, is circulating this notification to
WTO Members for their information.
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Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the WTO and EFTA
(UN/ECE, UNCTAD, ITC)

Geneva, 21 October 1997

Agreement on Textiles and Clothing; Notifications by Switzerland under Articles 2.6 and 2.7(b) of
the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing - Supplementary information

Sir,

On 21 July last, in reply to various questions asked by TMB, Switzerland transmitted to TMB
a revised notification, circulated to Members under the symbol G/TMB/N/50/Add.1,
G/TMB/N/206/Add.3.

In that letter, Switzerland stated inter alia that, with regard to the first stage of integration
"tariff lines HS 3921.12, 4202.22, 6405.20, 6406.10, 6406.99, 7019.20 and 9612.10 (representing
2.38 per cent of the total volume of 1990 imports) are withdrawn from the first stage of integration
and reintroduced in the last stage of integration". To compensate and to ensure an integration of textile
products equivalent to at least 16 per cent of the total volume of 1990 imports, Switzerland stated that
it had decided to integrate into the first stage of integration tariff lines 5402.33, 5402.43, 5402.52,
5407.10, 5407.20 and 5509.11 (representing 2.25 per cent of the total volume of 1990 imports). The
total percentage of products integrated in the first stage was thus, after correction, 16.064 per cent.

Following a reappraisal of the question, and particularly of the systemic consequences of
withdrawing certain tariff lines from the first stage of integration after the products concerned had
been integrated into the GATT disciplines of 1994, the Swiss authorities decided to reintegrate the
lines "ex" HS 3921.12, 4202.22, 6405.20, 6406.10, 6406.99, 7019.20 and 9612.10, which had been
withdrawn by our letter of 21 July 1997. Tariff lines 5402.33, 5402.43, 5402.52, 5407.10, 5407.20
and 5509.11 (representing 2.25 per cent of the total volume of 1990 imports) are also being retained
in the first stage of integration as indicated in our letter of 21 July 1997. The revised notification of
the Swiss first integration programme is annexed to this letter.

Without prejudice to any legal interpretation whichmight be given of the a posteriori integration
of these tariff lines in its first stage of integration, Switzerland has chosen this approach so as to respond
as practically and constructively as possible to the concerns of certain WTO Members and of TMB.

The notification by Switzerland concerning the second stage of integration, revised by our letter
of 21 July 1997, remains unchanged and will enter into force on 1 January 1998.
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I shall be grateful if you will bring this information to the attention of TMB and of the WTO
Members.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Deputy Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the WTO

(Signed) Wilhelm Meier
Minister

M. András Szepesi
Chairman of the TMB
World Trade Organization
Rue de Lausanne 154
1211 Geneva 21

Annex: as mentioned.
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