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MARKET ACCESS FOR LEAST-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES:
COMPILATION OF INFORMATION

Note by the Secretariat

In the context of the 1997 High Level Meeting on Least Developed Countries, the Secretariat
had undertaken work on market access information relating to products of export interest to
least-developed countries. The results of this work were presented in document
WT/LDC/HL/14/Add.1, and also in document WI/COMTD/LDC/11/Rev.l. The former document
presented information in tabular form, while the latter contained a background note presenting a broad
overview of market access conditions relating to the exports of least-developed countries.
Subsequently, at the meeting of the Sub-Committee on LDCs held on 25 November 1999, and at the
initiative of the then Chairperson Ambassador Bruun, the Secretariat was requested to compile
existing information on market access conditions relating to the exports of least-developed countries
and to present such information on a country-by-country basis, thus updating and building on the
work undertaken for the 1997 High Level Meeting.

Attached to this note are a series of tables' presenting the results of the compilation exercise.
Draft versions of the tables were circulated for comments and corrections, if any, with a request for
timely responses so as to enable the Secretariat to finalise the compilation in time for the 18" Session
of the Sub-Committee on least developed countries. The tables attached to this note include
comments and corrections provided by delegations.

The tables present information on market access relating to the exports of LDCs into 23 major
markets (7 industrialised, and 16 developing) which collectively account for 95 per cent of LDC
exports. For each LDC exporter, the tariff and NTM situation relating to a particular product in all of
the chosen markets is presented, regardless of whether the products are actually exported to those
countries by the LDC in question.

The column with the title "Market" gives the name of the trading partner. The actual markets

to which a given LDC exports any particular product have been put in bold font and are surrounded
by a bold border.

The column with the title "Imports in thousands of US Dollars" from all LDCs gives, for any
particular market for any one of the 23 markets, the total value of imports of the particular product
from all LDCs.

The column with the title "Market share", indicates the share of all imports of the particular
product into any one of the 23 markets, accounted for by LDCs (for the latest year for which data
were available.)

! English only.
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The following six columns indicate the value in dollar terms of imports of the particular
product from the individual LDC into each of the 23 markets, as well as the percentage share of the
markets. Data are for the years 1995-1997, though in a few cases more recent data were used where
these were made available to the Secretariat. The market share is the share of all imports of that
particular product accounted for by the individual LDC in each of the 23 markets. Blank cells
indicate that there were no imports of the particular product from the LDC concerned. Question
marks point to uncertain or missing data.

The column with the title "Tariffs, MFN Bound" gives data on MFN bound tariffs for the
given product in each importing market at the end of the Uruguay Round Tariff-reduction period.
Where several duties occur within a single 6 digit tariff-line, a tariff range is given.

The column with the title "Applied" gives data on applied tariff rates as of 1997 for each
importing market. In some instances more recent data were used, where these were made available to
the Secretariat. Again, where several duties occur within a single 6 digit tariff-line, a tariff range is
given. In some cases, applied rates are shown as exceeding MFN bound rates. That is the case where
countries had committed to reduce tariff rates over a period of time to bound levels.

The column with the title "GSP/GSTP" provides information on duties applying to a
particular product under the GSP/GSTP schemes operated by each of the trading partners.

The column with the title "LDC" gives information on preferential market access accorded to
LDCs only. Information in that column includes market access offers that have been notified to the
secretariat at or since the 1997 HLLM on LDCs.

The column with the title "Other" gives information on specific preferential schemes falling
outside the GSP/GSTP system.

The column with the title "Other Duties and Charges" gives information on other duties and
charges, including specific taxes and customs surcharges.

The column with the title "Non-Tariff Measures" gives information on some types of
non-tariff measures. The information in that column draws on information contained in
WT/LDC/HL/14/Add.1, which in turn drew on notifications to the WTO, the UNCTAD Database on
Trade Control Measures, and WTO Trade Policy Reviews,
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